Dear Governor Abbott,

As faith leaders from many different traditions, we write to condemn the anti-immigrant

legislation you signed into law that will target and discriminate against our immigrant neighbors.
As people of faith, we look first to our common values rooted in our sacred texts that remind us
to love our neighbor and welcome the sojourner among us. As Leviticus 19:34 (CE) reminds us:

“Any immigrant who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens. You
must love them as yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; | am the LORD
your God.”

We must recall that we are a state with a proud legacy of immigrants, and we recognize the
valuable contributions immigrants and refugees bring to our communities and economy.

SB 4 will prohibit state, local, and campus police departments from adopting policies that limit
cooperation with federal immigration authorities. SB 4 will result in state, local, and campus
police serving as immigration enforcement officers to detain and hold immigrants in custody for
Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE). Doing so would attempt to conscript local law
enforcement to prioritize immigration enforcement over local public safety needs.

SB 4 will also allow local police officers to question the immigration status of people they not
only lawfully arrest, but also “legally detain,” such as during traffic stops. SB 4 is now the
pinnacle of harsh laws that promote racial profiling and would stain our state’s reputation without
making it any safer.

State and local agencies that assist the federal government in the enforcement of immigration
have faced significant financial burdens due to the costs of holding people for ICE without
reimbursement, as well as potential costs associated with litigation against the state for
constitutional violations of due process.?

These provisions will not make communities, college campuses, or cities in Texas any safer.
Rather, they will reverse community-based policing efforts that are vital to public safety in our
neighborhoods. Safety increases for everyone when all individuals can report dangerous
situations and seek protection from violence without the fear of being deported and separated
from their families.

As faith leaders, we work to uplift and support immigrants in our midst. We support policies and
programs that help build welcoming communities. This legislation sends an unwelcoming
message of exclusion. It will undermine trust between immigrant communities and local law
enforcement and create a climate of fear at universities and colleges.

We are praying that you may find compassion in your discernment process and stop any
legislation that hurts immigrants and reduce community safety. We urge you to think about the
moral imperative to love our neighbor, welcome the immigrant, and care for the most vulnerable
among us.

! For example, the U.S. District Court of Oregon found that the county law enforcement violated
the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution by detaining and incarcerating an immigrant
under an ICE detainer.

<http://media.oregonlive.com/clackamascounty impact/other/Miranda%?200livares%20MSJ%20
decision.140411.pdf>.



https://legiscan.com/TX/text/SB4/2017
http://media.oregonlive.com/clackamascounty_impact/other/Miranda%20Olivares%20MSJ%20decision.140411.pdf
http://media.oregonlive.com/clackamascounty_impact/other/Miranda%20Olivares%20MSJ%20decision.140411.pdf

Sincerely,

Rev. Jann Aldredge-clanton, Church in the Cluff

Cantor Sheri Allen, Congregation Beth Shalom

Sister Sharon Altendorf, Union of Sisters of the Presentation of the BVM US Province
Dr. Criselda Alvarado, CrossRoads United Methodist Church

Pastor Dawn Anderson, Highland Park United Methodist Church

Deaconess Cindy Andrade Johnson, Methodist

PASTORA Veronica Arreola Jimenez, Iglesia evangelista liberando en el poder de Dios
Rabbi Lev Baesh, Unaffiliated Jewish

Reverend Dawn Baird, Cimarron Praise UMC

Mrs. Jolanta Banaczyk, St. Catherine of Siena

Rev Arturo Banuelas, St Mark Catholic Church

Reverend Meg Barnhouse, First UU Church of Austin

Pastor Alan Baroody, Woodhaven Presbyterian Church

Rev. Ann Barton, North Texas Conference United Methodist Church

Chair Lenna Baxter, Interfaith Welcome Coalition

Hazzan Yitzhak Ben-Moshe, Congregation Beth El

Rev. Dr. Karen Boehk, United Methodist

Reverend Amy Branch-Lambert, United Church of Christ

Rev. Lora Brandis, Horizon Unitarian Universalist Church

Reverend Arturo Cadar, Crossroads UMC

Pastor Antonio Cantu, I. P. | Ministerio de Gracia

Reverend Edward Carpenter, Saint Joseph Catholic Church

Pastor Rev. Edward Carpenter, St. Joseph Catholic Church

Spiritual Director Alisa Carr, St. Hildegard's/St. David's Episcopal Church/The Front Porch
Senior Pastor Maycol Castaneda, Ministerio A Solas Con Dios

Reverend Dr. Neil Cazares-Thomas, Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ

Mr. Mandeep Chadha, Singh Sabha Gurdwara of Austin

Co-Founder Seek the Peace Tess Clarke, Baptist

Rev. Deborah Clugy-Soto, United Church of Christ

Priestess Cheyenne Coffee, Wiccan

Rabbi Michael Cohen, Dallas TX

Rabbi Mike Comins, Temple Emanuel

Reverend Joanna Fontaine Crawford, Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church

Rev Nicole Cruz Talkington, Presbyterian USA

Pastor Dan Darby, Coldspring United Methodist Church

Minister Cemelli de Aztlan, Native American Church/First Ministries Church

Rev. Helen DeLeon, Webster Presbyterian Church

Reverend David Dorn, United Methodist

Episcopal Bishop C. Andrew Doyle, 207 Christian Communities in 57 Counties of Texas
Rev. Christopher Dunn, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange, Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church, Houston
Rev Ken Ehrke, Embrace UCC

Retired Clergy Thom Elliott, United Methodist

Reverend John Engelhard, Grace Presbytery PCUSA

Public Theology Fellow Emily Eubanks, All Saints Catholic Church

Rev. Emily Everett, United Methodist Church

Reverend Andrew Fiser, North Texas Annual Conference - United Methodist Church
Pastor Marcelo Franco, Pastor



United Methodist Ordained Elder, Retired, Gary Frederick, Marvin UMC - Tyler, Texas
Reverend Sharon Freeto, United Methodist Church

Pastor Alejandro Frias, IGLESIA PENTECOSTES SOLO CON PODER DE DIOS
Reverend Taylor Fuerst, First United Methodist Church, Austin

Reverend Amelia Fulbright, Labyrinth Progressive Student Ministry

Executive Director Ruben Garcia, Annunciation House, Inc.

Senior Pastor Domingo Garza, Iglesia Cristiana Ministerio Galaad

The Rev. Thomas Gibbons, St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church

Cantor Vicky Glikin, Temple Emanu-El

President Pastor Lynn Godsey, CEAT-Coalition of Evangelical Alliances (Pastors) of Texas
Pastora Tana Godsey, Templo De Poder

Pastor Juan Gonzélez, Jesucristo es mi refugio Inc

Pastor Michael Gregg, Royal Pane Baptist Church

Bishop Erik Gronberg, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod, ELCA

Rev. Robert Gross, Episcopal Church -Fort Worth

Pastor Francisco Guardado, Temple Of Faith Church

Treasure Leticia Guzman, Primera asamblea de Dios

Child Care Leader Areli Guzman, Life Church Midlothian Assemblies of God

Preacher / Teacher Eutolio Guzman, Primera asamblea de Dios

Rev. Dr Sid Hall, Ill, Trinity Church of Austin/United Church of Christ & United Methodist
Rev. Dr. Beth Marie Halvorsen, ELCA

Dr Helen Harkreader, UUMC

Local Superior Martha Hernandez, Roman Catholic

Pastor Maria Hernandez, Ministerio Jesus el Rey

Rabbi Kimberly Herzog Cohen, Temple Emanuel-El

The Reverend Christina Hockman, Unitarian Universalist Church of Corpus Christi
Rev. Anna Humble, United Church of Christ

Director of Global Theological Education Robert Hunt, United Methodist

Executive Director, San Antonio Region Justice For Our Neighbors, Suzanne F. Isaacs, Retired
UMC Elder - Rio Texas Conference of the UMC

Pastor Gabriel Izquierdo, Vision International Bethel

Reverend Chris Jimmerson, First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin

Mr. Ron Johns, Oak Ridge Church of Christ

The Rev. Kevin Johnson, St. Alban's Episcopal

Minister Mary Johnston, University Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Nelly Kaakaty, American Muslim Professionals of Dallas

Rabbi Nancy Kasten, Temple Emanu-El

Rev. Cynthia Kepler-Karrer, United Methodist Church

Director Office of Justice Sr. Marcelline Koch, Dominican Sisters, Springfield IL
Deaconess Kathy Kraiza, Justice For Our Neighbors Houston/United Methodist Church
Church Board Chair Jimanne Kubiak, First Christian Church (DOC)

Bishop and Pastor Victor Lamas, Eagles Nest Apostolic church/ Apostolic Affiliation Int.
Rabbi Shira Lander, Temple Emanu EI of Dallas

Rev. Dr. Duane Larson, Christ the King Lutheran Church, Houston

Dr. Jack Levison, United Methodist school of theology professor

Minister Jessie Lewis, New Day Community Church

Miss Jessie Light, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Pastor Jacqueline Linden-Schade, Preston Meadow Lutheran Church

Designated Conference Minister South Central Conference UCC Don Longbottom, South
Central Conference

Pastor Jesus LoOpez, Iglesia Cristiana Rey de Reyes



Rev. John Maclver Gage, United Christian Church of Austin

Rev. Dr. Wes Magruder, Kessler Park United Methodist Church

Pastor Saul Marquez, Assemblies of God

Pastor Dora Marquez, Assemblies of God

Pastor Oseas Marquez, Church of God Pentecostal Ml

Pastor Roberto Marquez , Pentecostal Church

Rev Monte Marshall, Travis Park United Methodist Church

Sister Yolanda Martinez, Sisters of our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd
Father Pablo Matta, Roman Catholic

Sister Mary McCauley, Sisters of Charity, BVM

Reverend Nancy McCranie, First Presbyterian Church, Elgin, Texas

Rev. Paul McEntire, YMCA of Greater Houston

Pastor Jesus M Mena, Guardian Angel Catholic church

Pastor Juan Mercado, Fellowship

Mr. Bob Michael, Holy Covenant UMC- Carrollton TX

Reverend Amy Moore, John Calvin Presbyterian Church

Pastor Rodolfo Mora, Iglesia el Shaddai of McKinney Texas

Centro Cristiano Avivamiento Claudia Moran, Avivamiento

Father William Morton, Catholic Missionary Priest

Peggy Morton, Social Action Inside Amigos Coordinator, First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Austin

Pastor Arthur Murphy, St. James Lutheran Church, ELCA

Mission Partner Denise Murray, Access ECC

Regional Director, Fuller Seminary Texas Michael Murray, Access Evangelical Covenant
Church

Ms Kathlyn Myers, Sheil Catholic Center

Rev. Connie Nelson, United Methodist Church

Sister Rose Therese Nolta, Catholic

Lider at Lirios del Valle Isabel Orozco, Ministerio internacional Lirios del Valle
Pastor Hector Ortiz, Iglesia Casa de Misericordia

Ms. Melissa Ortiz, Santa Cruz Catholic Church

Chair, Austin Region Justice for Our Neighbor Saul Pacheco, St John's United Methodist
Church

Rev. Jonathan Page, First Congregational Church of Houston

Reverend Pepa Paniagua, Presbyterian Church, USA

Reverend Stephen Peters, Roman Catholic

The Rev. Dr. William Poe, Central Presbyterian Church

Pastor Nora Ponce, Templo Nueva Vida

Pastor Juan Ponce, Templo Nueva Vida

Rev. Dr. Priscilla Pope-Levison, United Methodist minister

Reverend Susan Porr, St. Matthews UMC

Pastor Daniel Puente, MINISTERIO REY DE REYES

Rev. Stephen Quill, ELCA Lutheran

Pastor Rev. Neftali Quintana , Assemblies of God

Professor of Pastoral Theology and Pastoral Care, Brite Divinity School, Fort Worth, TX Nancy
Ramsay, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Rev. Dean Reed, United Methodist

Associate Pastor Yosvany Reinoso, New Living Hope Inc.

Chaplain Roy Ricker, United Methodist

Rabbi Debra Robbins, Temple Emanu-El

Rev Edwin Robinson, Faith in Texas



Sister Ceil Roeger, OP, Dominican Sisters of Houston

Rabbi Adam Roffman, Congregation Shearith Israel

Rev. Chuck Rolen, Disciples of Christ

Cristiano pentecostes Dolores Roman, Templo hermoso del Dios viviente
Reverend Craig Roshaven, Unitarian Universalist

Muslim Lead/Representative Noor Saadeh, Daughters of Abraham/Islamic Association of North
Texas

Rev Grace Salazar, AG

Pastor Joel Saldana, Romanos 12:12

Past President of WRJ Celia Saunders, Temple Emanu-El

Celia Saunders, Women of Reform Judaism National Board, Temple Emanu-El Dallas
Carlene Schleider, Point Person in Corpus Christi for the Interfaith Welcome Coalition, Parkway
Presbyterian Church

Pastor Carl Schwartz-King, United Christian Church of Austin

Marguerite Scott, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance National Response Team Member, St.
Philip Presbyterian of Houston and First Presbyterian of Kerrville/ PC(USA)
The Rev. Dr. Matthew Seddon, St. John's Episcopal Church, Austin

The Rev. Linda Shelton, Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church

Rabbi Cantor Robbi Sherwin, Kol Halev

Pastor Crystal Silva-McCormick, United Church of Christ

Rev Mark Skrabacz, San Gabriel Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Dr. William Slavick, Roman Catholic

Reverend Traci Smith, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Rev. Lil Smith, PCUSA

Reverend Genevieve Sprinkle, Interfaith

Rev. Nikki Stahl, United Christian Church - UCC/DOC

Outreach Director Alyssa Stebbing, Trinity Episcopal Church

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Stein, ELCA

Member Freda Stern, Temple Emanu El

Dr. Andy Stoker, First United Methodist Church-Dallas

Reverend Cathy Stone, First United Methodist Church

Chaplain Matt Stone, The Episcopal Church

Imam Omar Suleiman, Faith Forward Dallas

Rev. Kelly Sullivan, United Methodist

Pastor Craig Taylor, Willow Meadows Baptist Church

Reverend Tricia Tedrow, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Reverend Karen Thompson, Metropolitan Community Church of Austin
Reverend Elia Torres, United Methodist

Pastor Marty Troyer, Houston Mennonite Church

Rabbi Daniel Utley, Temple Emanu-El

Associate Minister Jessica Vacketta, University Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Fort Worth
Youth Pastor Brenda Valdez, Iglesia Cristiana Ministerio Galaad

Pastor Mario Valle, Ministerio Cristiano Amigos de Jesus

Vice-Chair Kay Van Dorn, First Christian Church (DOC)--Lexington, Texas
Rev. Tom VandeStadt, Congregational Church of Austin, UCC

Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga, United Church of Christ

Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker, Faith Presbyterian Church of Austin

Rabbi Shira Wallach, Shearith Israel

Reverend Laura Walters, Presbyterian Church of Lake Travis

Community Leader Terri Wang, Sugar Creek Baptist Church

V.P. for Global Initiatives Jeff Watkins, YMCA of Greater Houston



Elder of the United Methodist Church Sue Wells, Retired, Rio Texas Conference
Reverend San Williams, University Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Sharon Williams, St Michael' S Episcopal Church

Rev. Mary Wilson, Church of the Savior/United Church of Christ and Alliance of
Baptists/American Baptists-USA

Deaconess Laura Young, St. John's United Methodist Church - Lubbock, TX
Rev. Kevin Young, St. John's United Methodist Church - Lubbock, TX

Rev. Dr. Paul Ziese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Rabbi Brian Zimmerman, Beth EI Congregation



